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AWARD NO: 1107 

Grievance denied.

The grievant, a trooper, was removed from his position for conduct unbecoming an officer. While on duty, the trooper stopped a female acquaintance, did not follow procedures by reporting the event, and made inappropriate and uninvited physical contact with her.

The state argued the grievant's actions were clearly inappropriate. The grievant's disciplinary records include abuse of sick leave, court inefficiency, use of the uniform for personal and private activity, untruthfulness, tardiness, preventable patrol vehicle crash, overweight and a failure to render assistance. The grievant also had a prior 20-day suspension for improper on duty association with an individual for purposes other than those necessary for the performance of official duty. The grievant admitted the stop, but denied physical contact.

Arbitrator Feldman upheld the discipline. He found the stop of the motorist was made for the purpose of self-serving reasons rather than for the purpose of upholding the laws of the state of Ohio. The grievant clearly acted outside the scope of his employment and made his continued employment as a law enforcement officer impossible.
