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The grievance is denied.

The arbitrator ruled that the State met it's burden to prove that the grievant signed gasoline credit card receipts, and she found that removal was commensurate given the sensitive nature of the grievant's position.

The grievant, Darryl Hill, was an Activities Therapist 1 at Cuyahoga Hills Boys School (CHBS) with 14 years of service witht he agency. Early in January of 1994 security officer Discenza was assigned to investigate the disappearance of a credit card for vehicle 53-124. His work indicated that the card had been stolen and not simply lost. The Highway Patrol was called in to the matter.

Trooper Esenwein was given the names of several suspects including the grievant who was so named because his name had been brought up during administrative investigation of two earlier missing card incidents. Esenwien submitted personnel file signatures of seven staff including the grievant to a forensics expert, Dr. Phillip Bouffard. Dr. Bouffard asked for handwriting samples from the grievant and other suspects to confirm his initial suspicion that the grievant had forged the names on the credit card receipts. On March 7, 1994 Dr. Bouffard issued his finding that the grievant positively was the writer of the signatures on the five receipts.

On March 12, 1994, the grievant was indicated on 12 counts of forgery and uttering, and one count of theft in office. Meanwhile, he was removed as a result of the administrative investigation on June 8, 1994 after the pre-d meeting officer found just cause for: a) falsification of documents, falsifying, altering or failing to accurately complete an official document; b) destruction, damage, misuse or theft of property, destroying, damaging and/or stealing the property of the state, other employees, the youth or visitors; c) violation of ORC 124.34, dishonesty, immoral conduct and/or misfeasance. He was eventually found not guilty of the criminal charges.

The state argued that the only relevant aspect of this case is whether the grievant did, in fact, sign the credit card receipts, and that his long, distinguished career did not mitigate the proper penalty of removal. This was settled by the unrefuted testimony of forensics expert Dr. Bouffard. The union did not call any forensics expert to bolster it's case.
