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AWARD NO: 0922 

The Grievant was given a 15-day suspension for an unauthorized relationship with an inmate, specifically: participating in a telephone conversation with an inmate while off duty. The Union claims that the Grievant's wife, not the Grievant, participated in the phone calls in question.

The Arbitrator pointed to the work rule which the Grievant allegedly violated. Rule 46 does not specifically address indirect relationships with the inmate. The State was not able to prove that the Grievant did indeed participate in the phone calls. The circumstantial evidence that the Grievant exchanged phone calls with the inmate was too weak to support the conclusion that the Grievant violated the Rule.
