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AWARD NO: 0916 (DRAFT)

The Grievant, a licensing specialist, was given a 20-day suspension following two incidents in which the Grievant failed to act upon reports of child abuse at day care centers and a complaint that the Grievant was racially biased against a license applicant.

The Arbitrator felt that the reports of abuse were significant and should have been reported immediately by the Grievant because as a licensing specialist she was required by law to report information of child abuse to the appropriate Agency. The Employer provided substantial evidence to prove misconduct on the part of the Grievant; however, the Arbitrator felt that the 20-day suspension was not progressive. Based upon the offense and the Grievant's prior record, the Arbitrator modified the suspension to a 14-day suspension.
