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AWARD NO: 0907

Did the Employer violate the Agreement by not providing either a State vehicle or mileage reimbursement to Grievants involved in travel to meetings held as part of the grievance procedure?

The Arbitrator could find no evidence that the Union's claims of past practice were indeed true. It was also shown that although other Departments may have different practices, there is no contractual obligation for the Department of Natural Resources to follow those practices. The Arbitrator held that it was not within his power to decide whether or not the Department's practice led to inconvenience for its employees, it was to decide whether or not a violation of the Agreement had occurred and the Union could not cite any contractual language to support its position.
