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Grievance concerns whether the employer's denial of a trooper's request for occupational injury leave (OIL) violated article 46.

The union argues that the trooper's emotional stability deteriorated over a number of years because of increased traffic problems. Given his deterioration, there is nothing in the contract or the employer's rules which excludes the use of occupational injury leave for a stress related problem.

Management states that OIL requests must be filed within 45 days of "the injury." the union did not show why the grievant did not file an OIL request on march 1990 which was within 45 days of an alleged injury occuring around December 15, 1989. Management notes that the grievant could not identify any specific injury. In any event, management claims that unless the grievant had a specific injury, OIL is not appropriate and OIL is not for mental problems but for physical injuries occuring on duty.

Arbitrator Drotning found that there is insufficient evidence to conclude that the grievant had a serious occupational physical injury, normally covered under OIL. In addition, management's evidence and testimony is that the grievant was not overly stressed as a result of working high traffic volume and the union presented no medical evidence supporting the grievant's claim of stress.

Grievance is denied.

