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AWARD: 0755 (Draft) 

Grievant, a Trooper with the Highway Patrol, received a one day suspension for failing to completely inspect a vehicle before it was removed from the scene of an accident, thereby resulting in a loss of property to the car owner. Prior to releasing a motor vehicle or other property from Division control, an inventory must be completed if the owner is not present when the vehicle is removed.

The Union argued that if Grievant had completely checked the contents of the vehicle at the site of the highway accident, he might have been injured. The Union maintained that the one day suspension was too harsh and that there did not exist just cause. Another Trooper overlooked a gun which was burned and covered up by a burned compact disc in a vehicle which caught fire and which took place in a different situation, and that Trooper was not disciplined.

Management maintained that the one day suspension was appropriate because of Grievant's seven prior written reprimands and one verbal reprimand. Suspension was given in the hope that it would improve Grievant's performance.

Arbitrator Drotning found that if the Grievant had implemented the inventory process before releasing the vehicle, there would be no basis to suspend or even reprimand him. However, he did not inventory the car. Suspension is reasonable.

Grievance is denied.

