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AWARD: 0672 

Grievant was removed from position as an Investigator for the State Medical Board of Ohio for using state-issued phone credit card to make personal calls and for giving investigative material to a union steward. Management maintained that Grievant was properly trained and was aware of confidentiality concerning investigatory info. Management also argued that the employee cannot legitimately use the Employer's property for one's own personal benefit. The Union asserted that the State failed to meet its burden. In addition, the Union claimed that the document in question was not a confidential document. Arbitrator Droting, giving the benefit of the doubt to Grievant's intention to pay for the phone calls, and the unknown Employer response to other investigators who may have had similar phone calls, found there was not just cause for terminating Grievant. Also, it was not clear that Grievant was trained sufficiently on confidentiality issues. Grievant was reinstated with no back pay or other time-related benefits. The time from his termination to his return to work will be considered a disciplinary suspension without pay. Grievance was modified.
