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AWARD: 0640 

Grievances filed by teachers from the Orient Correctional Institution who were denied personal leave for walking out of OCI due to cold classrooms. Management maintained that the temperatures in the classrooms were not life threatening (See Article 9.05 S.C.O.P.E.) (40's) and the employees, according to the agreement, did not have the right to leave work without permission. If employees had waited 15 minutes, Management would have been there to make a decision. The Union argued that the agreement requires the employer to comply with Occupational Health and Safety Standards and that the cold conditions might have caused serious harm to employees. Arbitrator Graham found that they were not in danger of freezing to death, and that by their precipitate departure, they deprived the employer of the opportunity to ake a decision concerning the necessity for leave at 8:00 AM.

The Grievance was denied.
