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AWARD: 0624 (Draft)

Grievant, a State Highway Patrolman, was suspended for 15 days for improper conduct while off duty and making false statements including racial slurs. Management asserted that the Patrol is a very credible organization. Management also argued that Troopers are one organization and if one outsider attacks any one of them, all are concerned, but in this case, Grievant made up a hoax. The Union argued that the basic facts are weak and that Grievant had no prior discipline and the contract requires the employer to follow progressive discipline. The Union claimed that Management did not have just cause to issue a 15 day suspension. 

Arbitrator Drotning found that the more fundamental problem involved Grievant's lying and making up stories to fellow troopers. Grievant is early in his career as a state trooper and management wants to impress upon him how important truth and credibility are to the functions of the State Highway Patrol.

Grievance was denied.
