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AWARD: 0585

The Union maintained that ODOT employees (grievants) were contacted and told they were needed for an "emergency" flood clean up. The Employer maintained that the employees were contacted for an overtime opportunity, understanding that they were given a choice to accept or decline. The Arbitrator found that the Employer has the sole right to declare an emergency. From the evidence of the conduct that took place during the recruitment of overtime workers, it was found that no emergency procedure was implemented; therefore, it was not considered to be an emergency. Employees cannot rely on a fellow bargaining unit employee's characterization of what constitutes an emergency. It was not reasonable for the grievants to rely on the opinion of the Dispatcher. Grievance Denied.
