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AWARD: 0559 (Revised)

The union grieved the prohibition of union stewards presence at State Highway Patrol investigating interviews. The arbitrator held that the patrol was not a party to the contract, and was not equivalent to the employer. He stated that union stewards were not a party to the investigation, and he clearly distinguished in criminal versus administrative interviews. Individuals under investigation for criminal conduct had rights distinct from those afforded by the contract, and conversely, individuals under administrative investigation had distinct rights and expectations. He found the union had not negotiated any standard other than that outlined in Weingarten or 4117 on concerted union activity. Weingarten afforded rights to representation from the union only at an interview with the Employer. The issues raised by the union were found largely to be beyond the scope of the contract and therefore outside the arbitrator's authority.
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See grievance# G87-1590 McCreedy, Sandra.
