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AWARD: 0525 

The grievant was issued a two-day suspension for spilling gas while refueling her patrol car. The patrol had maintained a strict policy regarding this particular act of negligence. The arbitrator found that the amount of negligence should dictate commensurate punishment, and since the grievant spilled very little gas the penalty was reduced to one day. The arbitrator recognized the patrol's position that severe discipline was warranted in cases where gas spills occur, even for first offenses.
