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AWARD: 0489

Grievant, a Correction Officer II at the Chillicothe Correctional Institute, was removed from her position for violating employee standards of conduct, acts resulting in security threat, preferential treatment to an inmate, and engaging in unauthorized personal relationship with inmates. The Union argued that Grievant was only counseling the inmate and that it was part of her job. Grievant also claimed that inmate was performing clerical duties, but never explained why the door of the restroom was closed or locked. Management argued that the inmate and Grievant were in the restroom several times from anywhere between one to ten minutes, each time with the door closed or locked. Also, a "makeshift" bed was located in the restroom. Arbitrator Cohen found that the evidentiary record warrants the reasonable inference that the Grievant engaged in an unauthorized personal relationship with an inmate and was discharged for just cause.

Grievance was denied.
