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AWARD: 0466

Grievant, a Correctional Officer with Rehabilitation and Corrections, was removed from his position for relinquishing his driving privileges for ten years due to a DUI charge. The Union argued that when Grievant first entered State service there was no requirement to have a license. The Union also argued a procedural error in that the pre-disciplinary meeting followed the discipline. Management maintained that Correctional Officers may be called upon to drive in the course of their duties, therefore, enforced the requirement of possessing a drivers license. Additionally, due to Grievant's driving record, he will be unable to obtain auto insurance, therefore, not permitted to drive.

Arbitrator Graham found that the imposition of a requirement that Correctional Officers have a drivers license is not unreasonable. Regarding the procedural issue, when the State conducted the second pre-disciplinary meeting, it walked the extra mile in affording him complete due process. The discharge action is untainted by the sort of procedural error which could prompt its overturning by any arbitrators.

Grievance was denied.
