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The Grievant, a tropper in the Ohio State Hghway Patrol, was terminated for conduct unbecoming an officer, improper use of equipment and false statments. The Grievant was charged with having sexual contact with woman while on duty and in uniform. The Grievant was also charged with making false statements regarding allegations of misconduct relative to an administrative investigation.

The Grievant confessed to the sexual contact and the false statements, so the Arbitrator only had to decide if the discipline was just. The Arbitrator agreed with the Employer's argument that the integrity and the image of the organization had been damaged by the actions, therefore making this a serious offense. Also, the repeated nature of the Grievant's offense aggravated the seriousness of his misdeeds.

The Arbitrator agreed with the Union that the Grievant's record truly was stellar, but the Arbitrator held that the offense was serious enough that his past performance simply cannot serve to defeat the just cause of the Employer's decision. The grievance was denied.
