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AWARD: 0308 

Grievant was removed for theft of State property after removing a rusty piece of sheet metal from an ODOT garage. Here, the employee had many years of service without prior discipline.

Although leniency was a problem in the past, the arbitrator held that tightening of restrictions may occur provided that the employer give notice (p. 13). Such was held to have occured, but the arbitrator found the grievant's treatment to be disparate vis a vis another employee. Therefore, the grievant was ordered reinstated without back pay.
