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AWARD: 0273

Grievant alleged that denial of her request for tuition and release time violated the contract. Grievant had been employed by the Department of Mental Health and transferred to the Industrial Commission while pursuing a Master's degree. The IC denied her request because its policies required a minimum of 1 year service with it before such requests would be granted. The tuition claim was moot, as it had been paid by OCB.

The grievance was denied because the policy of requiring one year service was "reasonable", since the coursework was not directly related to her job duties. Moreover, the union's contention of disparate treatment based on one other case was distinguishable on its facts. Grievance denied.
