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AWARD: 0249 

Grievance was modified.

Grievant was given a 15 day suspension from his position as a crew leader for ODOT after an incident among the crew he oversaw. Apparently, several obscene comments, a near fight, and a threat with a knife occured in the grievant's presence. The State asserted that the grievant's conduct contributed to the events that took place. The union contended that since he lacked authority to impose discipline, his silence was not disciplinable.

Examining the events and the grievant's 21 years of discipline free service, the arbitrator reduced the 15 day suspension to 5 days, largely for failing to report the unsafe working conditions associated with the knife incident.
