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AWARD: 0208 (Revised)

The grievance was denied. The grievant alleged that management violated the Agreement in its failure to grant paid time and travel to allow the grievant, in his performance of duties as a union steward, to represent an employee at a predisciplinary conference. The grievant was employed 22-25 miles from the site of the meeting and demanded, as a contractual right, to travel to the meeting to represent an employee. The arbitrator held that the negotiation history indicated that the intent of the Employer was that a grievant had the right to a union representative, not a SPECIFIC steward. The OCB position as a result of this arbitration is that stewards are generally not permitted to travel on state time or with travel reimbursement to represent employees in contractual matters unless NO other steward is available at the site at which the meeting is to take place. Additionally, management retains the right to determine the meeting site.
