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AWARD: 0204 

Grievant was reinstated without backpay to his job as a Housekeeper at the Department of Mental Health's Lewis Center after being discharged due to an alleged conviction for trafficking in drugs off the job. The superintendent testified he would employ felons provided they were qualified for their job; therefore, such argument held no weight; and the Employer failed to prove nexus as the Grievant was not convicted for trafficking, but rather plead guilty to possession of marijuana which, according to the Arbitrator, is not connected to his job cleaning duties. 

No back pay was awarded as the Employer can expect reasonable behavior on and off the job, and the Grievant was, after all, convicted of a crime; therefore, the Employer's action was not egregious.
