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AWARD: 0173 

The Grievant was terminated for driving an Ohio State Highway Patrol car while intoxicated. The Grievant had, after the urging of her Post Commander, previously attempted treatment under the Employee Assistance Program, but had dropped out. Following the incident, she again was persuaded to try the Employee Assistance Program treatment, but again dropped out, due to the end of benefits with her termination.

The Arbitrator found the charge satisfactorily sustained, but disagreed that progressive discipline had been used. The Arbitrator modified the termination to a 90-day suspension followed by a year's absence for reasons of health, with a final reinstatement contingent upon the satisfactory completion of the Employee Assistance Program, "submit substantial evidence affording reasonable prognosis of recovery from her condition," barring that, the Ohio State Highway Patrol was authorized to separate her from employment.
