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AWARD: 0168 

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources, as per the Agreement, reassigned classifications to new pay ranges, guaranteeing some minimum pay increase through the reassignment to new steps. The Union maintained that contract language (55.07) specifically guaranteed a 4% increase through the reassignments. The Arbitrator ruled that the specific language of 55.06 outweighed the general provision of 55.07 (which was intended to obtain pay parity within certain job classifications and to guarantee a "pay increase" but not to guarantee a 4% increase) and that the Union presented no evidence to establish that multiple meanings could be derived from the contract sections. In the hearing, the Union offered no testimony to counter the Employer's witnesses on intent. The grievance was denied.
