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AWARD: 0163 

The Grievant received a 10-day suspension for his role in a physical altercation and racial statements directed at a co-worker. There were no witnesses to the incident involving the employees and both received 10-day suspensions. The Arbitrator found the testimony of both parties credible and incredible (self-serving).

The Arbitrator found the two people to be involved in a fight. The Management team concluded a fight had occurred, could not determine who was at fault, and, as a consequence, imposed equal discipline. The grievance was denied.

With regard to the non-existent pre-disciplinary report, the Ohio Department of Transportation Directive A-302F does not explicitly require a written pre-disciplinary report. In this grievance, the Arbitrator found none of the procedural irregularities prejudiced the Grievant's case. (Read text of award for language on handling of procedural violations).
