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AWARD: 0065 

The Grievant received a verbal reprimand for "operating his assigned patrol car to his home on an off day without obtaining prior permission," which was in direct violation of posted policy. Subsequently, the Grievant was reassigned another patrol car. Although the Grievant was still allowed to retain the use of this car and could drive the unit home, he filed the grievance claiming that relieving him of the first car was punitive.

The Employer maintained no contractual language required assignment of the same car to a Trooper, so no arbitrable issue ensued as assignments lay fully within management rights.

The Union held that the assignment of particular cars to officers was a fringe benefit and urged that fact finder Graham intended this practice in the design of Article 25.02.

The Arbitrator held that the issue was arbitrable, in separating the assignment of a car from the prior verbal and non-arbitrable reprimand from a potentially sound contract question. He did not see evidence of Graham's supposed intent on assigning particular cars and ruled the Ohio State Highway Patrol fulfilled its obligation under the contract.
