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AWARD: 0062

Grievant was removed for assisting an escaped mental patient by lodging the patient in her home, and for having an unauthorized relationship with the patient. The patient and the grievant subsequently married, and the grievant maintained that since the patient was voluntarily committed, harboring him was not in violation of the institution's rules. Facts were presented that tended to show that the grievant had a relationship with the patient while he was unarguably a patient; moreover, the grievant planned for the patient's release and confided that she loved him. The arbitrator held that the policies of the institution were violated, and that the removal was for just cause.
