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AWARD: 0035 

ISSUES: Grievant requested that his work schedule be adjusted so he could attend scheduled drill dates with the Ohio National Guard. This request was denied due to manpower needs. The Union argued that under Section 52.03 (9) of the contract, it is the employer's responsibility to contact the employee's military authority to arrange for scheduling weekend drill during employee's days off and, if that is not possible, to adjust the employee's work schedule accordingly. The Patrol argued that the grievant's services were critical to operations, that it had contacted the grievant's commanding officer to arrange for scheduling make-up drill during the grievant's days off, and that grievant was given the opportunity to make-up drills but failed to do so.

HOLDINGS: The arbitrator found that, while the employer did all it thought feasible, it did it after the week-end in question, and so did not comply with the contractual provisions of the agreement. The arbitrator found that it was the employer's (not the employees's) responsibility to make advance arrangements with the employee's military commanding officer for drill to be made available on days on which the employee is scheduled off duty with the employer, or to arrange the employee's work schedule so that he may attend the scheduled week-end drills on his days off.
