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AWARD: 0020 

ISSUES: Trooper Lipian's request for military leave commencing August 9, 1986, was denied. The employer asserts that he did not submit an order or statement sixty (60) days prior to such training, and that the training was not manditory, but rather of a voluntary nature. The union maintained that the grievant followed existing local practice in requesting leave, and that the intent of the parties in drafting the Agreement was to maintain the policy of permitting paid military leave, voluntary of not, up to the 176 hour limit.

HOLDINGS: The arbitrator found that the grievant followed the existing local practice in requesting leave and that the Patrol did not adequately notify the union of its intent to alter this practice. The arbitrator also concluded that reimbursement for voluntary leave is not prohibited by the existing Agreement, but the right had apparently not been exercised prior to this case. The arbitrator ordered that the grievant be credited for the vacation time and the leave time for special training be charged against his military leave total.
