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AWARD: 0006 (Draft)

ISSUES:  Grievant allegedly brought into the Oakwood Forensic Center a canister of mace in violation of hospital policy and rules.  State maintained that she brought a non-lethal weapon into the facility in violation of hospital policy and administrative rules, which amounted to the "conveyance of a weapon", and imposed a ten day suspension.  Grievant claimed her suspension was unjust.

HOLDINGS:  In sustaining the grievance, the arbitrator found that the grievant had no intention of bringing contraband into the hospital, that the canister was over four years old and was found to be inoperable, that progressive discipline was not applied, and that the violation was not "serious".  The arbitrator set the suspension aside and ordered that the grievant be made whole for the compensation and all other benefits lost by reason of such suspension.
